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Keep Michigan interior designers free

Dick Carpenter and John Ross
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hoops the council seeks to enshrine in law.

According to Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, who vetoed a similar scheme last May, there is
simply no need to license interior designers: "The marketplace already serves as an effective
check on poor performance: designers doing inadequate work are more likely to be penalized
by negative customer reaction than by a government agency trying to enforce arbitrary and
subjective qualification standards.”

Indeed, it should be up to interior designers what kind of certification they wish to pursue, if
any -- faulty color schemes do not damage the public welfare. Nonetheless, the Michigan
proposal would create a nine-member Board of Interior Design charged with implementing
"arbitrary and subjective" standards. Tellingly, six members of the Board would themselves be
licensed interior designers with a clear interest in limiting the number of licensees -- potential
competitors -~ they dole out.

Current interior designers might be grandfathered-in, though they would then face fees,
unnecessary continuing education classes and other burdensome regulations. Michiganians
caught providing interior design services without a license would be committing a
misdemeanor punishable by fines and Jjail time.

This unreasonable meddling in the economy will close off employment opportunities for
interior designers and limit consumer choice, which is probably why only four other states in
the entire country limit the practice of interjor design the way HB 4772 would. None of the
other 46 states -- where anyone who wants to may practice interior design -- have experienced
any problems whatsoever. Why fix what isn't broken?

The constitutional right to earn an honest living in the occupation of one's choice is a sacred
American birthright. Michiganians should head off this threat to occupational freedom.

Dick Carpenter is director of strategic research and John Ross is research associate at the
Institute for Justice in Washington, D.C. ( www.ij.org). E-mail comments to
letters@detnews.com.
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